
**FINAL CALL FOR THE 2014 SCOTLAND TOUR**  

If you are still thinking of joining us, please let us know soon.  We have space for just a few 

more!!   To provide you with as much detail as possible, I’ve included a brief summary of our 

latest tour additions, followed by the full itinerary for each day.   Please contact Kate Graham at 

Caledonians@mindspring.com or call her at 770-979-1010 if you have questions or wish to sign 

up.     Or you may also contact Chris Kuhn at christine.kuhn@comcast.net, or 978-777-2281. 

This tour will be a blend of Scottish history and culture, often with a strong Dunbar focus.  We’ll 

tour castles, cathedrals and battlefields open to the public.  We’ll visit private estates once 

owned by the Earls of Dunbar, and two estate farms still owned by Dunbar families in Moray.  

We’ll also attend two uniquely Scottish musical events:  the fabulous massed pipe bands at the 

Edinburgh Tattoo, and the Scottish music and dance concert in Fort William. 

Above all, we’ll introduce you to our early Dunbar ancestors, beginning with the Earls at Dunbar 

Castle.   They were the first to use the name Dunbar, and they held the title through medieval 

times and a stormy ambivalent relationship with the English.    From their line, about 1300, 

came the Dunbar Earls of Moray, who obtained the title through marriage into the powerful 

Randolph family, relatives of Robert the Bruce.   The son of the last Dunbar Earl of Moray was 

Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield.  With his six sons, he controlled vast estates in Moray and 

elsewhere.  We will see their lands, become familiar with the surrounding countryside, and 

even meet the families that still live on their ancient lands.   We hope to leave you with a lasting 

impression of who these people were, where they lived, and the significant role they played in 

the history of Scotland.   

SEE THE LANDS OF THE FIRST DUNBARS, THE EARLS OF DUNBAR AND MARCH 

See where the Dunbars originated in Scotland!!  Through the hard work and contacts of 

historian Stephen Bunyan, we will be able to see the ancient Dunbar estates of Spott, Duns and 

Biel, as well as the ancient Randolph estate of Mordington, where Black Agnes is buried.  These 

properties are all privately owned.  Since it is doubtful that we will ever return, this is an 

opportunity you shouldn’t miss.  

Walk the grounds of Dunbar Castle.   The ruins are closed off to the public, but we will have 

permission to cross the barriers for an up close perspective.  We will be able to visualize the 

former magnificence and impregnability of this legendary stronghold of the Earls of Dunbar. 

MEET THE DUNBARS DESCENDED FROM THE EARLS OF MORAY 

To our knowledge, there are only two Dunbar families still living on their estates in Moray, and 

we are delighted that we have been invited to meet with both.  Crinan Dunbar at Pitgaveny and 
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Edward Dunbar at Duffus have graciously invited us to meet their families and to visit their 

working estates.  Not only we will we learn about the operations of two Scottish farm estates, 

but we hope to learn something of their Dunbar family history from those who know it best.    

SEE THE DUNBAR LANDS ON THE BLACK ISLE 

A number of early sign ups for this trip expressed an interest in seeing the Dunbar properties on 

the Black Isle, specifically the estate owned by a succession of John Dunbars of Bennetsfield.  As 

we have finalized our agenda, we find that we can indeed spend some time there.    We plan to 

drive through the seaside resort town of Avoch on our way to the former Dunbar lands beyond.   

From the hill at Suddie, we will be able to see the surrounding farmlands and overlook the 

Bennetsfield  peninsula.      

AUCHENTOSHAN DISTILLERY 

On our last full day in Scotland we will ‘wind down’ by visiting the Auchentoshan Distillery.  It is 

old and small, and has the distinction of producing a triple distilled scotch that is uniquely light 

and tasty.    

 

******* 

TOUR ITINERARY 

AUGUST 14 -26, 2014 

SUMMARY 

 We need 35 people to maintain a price of $ 2,795 per person, double occupancy.  Single 

occupancy rooms will incur an additional charge of $900.  Price includes hotels, 

breakfast, most dinners, transportation by motor coach, the services of a qualified guide 

and driver, hotel service charges and taxes, and events, as well as the AGM dinner at 

Ackergill Tower.  Airfare is not included, nor are most lunches.   

 The package includes hotels as well as tickets for the Edinburgh Tattoo and the Ceilidh 

at Fort William.  Most of the hotels are small boutiques with restaurants, bars and 

internet.  Hotels in Leith, Lossiemouth and Wick have water views. 

 

 



THE DAILY ITINERARY  

Attached is the most current itinerary with the details for each day.   As with all such tours, 

there may be slight changes to our schedule.      

Day 1:  Thursday, August 14:   U.S. to Scotland 

 We will meet in a designated location at the airport for our overnight flight to either 

Edinburgh or Glasgow.         

 Our plan is to stay in Edinburgh for four nights while we tour the city, East Lothian and 

Berwick.      This will allow us to explore the city in the evenings, and take advantage of its many 

restaurants and shops.  

Day 2:  Friday, August 15:  Edinburgh 

 James Dunbar, our tour guide, will meet us at the airport this morning and will escort us 

via bus to our hotel.  After dropping off our luggage, we will tour the Scottish National Gallery 

to see its fabulous art collection.    

 This will be an early day after our overnight flight.     

 We will be staying at the Malmaison Hotel in Leith for four nights.  This is a small hotel 

situated near the harbor in the port of Leith.   Edinburgh center is approximately 10 minutes by 

bus from Leith.         

Day 3:  Saturday, August 16:  Edinburgh 

 Today will be the official tour of The Royal Mile and old Edinburgh.  In the morning we 

will see the Royal Yacht Britannia, berthed in Leith Harbor.  In the afternoon we will tour 

Holyrood Palace and Edinburgh Castle, seeing other historic buildings along the way.  We’ll slip 

into Dunbar’s Close with its glimpse of a gentleman’s life in the 1600’s.    The gardens there 

have been recreated by The Mushroom Trust to simulate a standard garden of the time period 

when David Dunbar, a lawyer, lived there. 

 Evening at the Malmaison Hotel in Leith. 

Day 4:  Sunday, August 17:  East Lothian and Berwick – Lands of the Earls of Dunbar 

 Today we will tour the lands of the Earls of Dunbar and March in East Lothian and 

Berwick, along the English Borders.        

 In the morning we will leave Edinburgh by bus for Dunbar Castle.  There we will be 

joined by historian Stephen Bunyan who will be our tour guide for the day.   Through Stephen, 



we have been given permission to cross the barrier in front of the castle, allowing us to explore 

the castle grounds and ruins, positioned on the cliffs above the sea.    

The remainder of the day will be spent exploring the Dunbar lands and estates in East 

Lothian and Berwick.  The Earls of Dunbar and March controlled much of the ‘Merse’ lands 

along the East Coast of Scotland from Dunbar to Northumberland.   The estates formerly owned 

by them are now private homes, but we have permission to enter the grounds of several key 

properties. 

Just outside of Dunbar is Spott House, on grounds formerly owned by Sir Patrick Dunbar 

of Wester Spott.   He was not only of the family of Dunbar Earls, but he was also the link to the 

first Dunbar Earls of Moray.     

We will then proceed to Mordington, in Berwick.    Sir Thomas Randolph, the first Earl of 

Moray, had a tower house here. Sir Thomas’  daughters, his only heirs, married important 

Dunbars:   Agnes Randolph was the wife of Sir Patrick Dunbar, Earl of Dunbar, while Isabella 

Randolph was the wife of Sir Patrick Dunbar of Wester Spott.  The Randolph family burial crypt 

is on the Mordington property, and Black Agnes Randolph Dunbar, famous for her single-

handed rescue of Dunbar Castle from siege by the English in 1338, is buried there.   The grave is 

not open to the public, so this is a once in a lifetime opportunity for us.    

Our next stop will be the border town of Berwick on Tweed.   Here we will have lunch 

and view the Berwick Walls, ancient city stone structures of historical significance. 

Our next stop will be Duns, also in Berwick.  The original Duns Castle was built by Sir 

Thomas Randolph in 1320 following a grant by his uncle Robert the Bruce.  Randolph died in 

1332 and the castle passed to Patrick, Earl of Dunbar, although he held it only a short time.  The 

castle was featured in the movie “Mrs. Brown” about Queen Victoria.  It is a stunning Gothic 

structure now used for weddings and other events.     

From Duns we will travel cross country to Cocksburnpath and then to the town of 

Stenton where we will visit Biel House, reported to be the birthplace of William Dunbar, the 

great Scottish poet.  Biel was owned by the Earls of Dunbar until 1489, when the King 

transferred it from Hugo Dunbar of Biel to Robert Lauder of Edrington.   The original house was 

a 12th century tower house.   The present house was built in the 16th century.      

 Evening at The Malmaison Hotel, Leith, Edinburgh. 

Day 5: Monday, August 18:  Edinburgh 

 This will be our second full day in Edinburgh.  In the morning we will tour the National 

Museum which contains thousands of artifacts from Scotland’s history including an original of 



the Covenant, and items from Robert the Bruce and Mary Queen of Scots.  In the afternoon we 

will tour Mary King’s Close.  Often called the underground city of Edinburgh, it is actually the 

remains of old ‘closes’ or alleyways which were closed off when Edinburgh grew upwards with 

increased population.     

 This will be our fourth and last evening in Edinburgh.   Our grand finale will be the 

famous International Military Tattoo at Edinburgh Castle. 

 Evening at The Malmaison Hotel in Leith. 

Day 6:  Tuesday, August 19:   Dunfermline Abbey and North to Moray 

 This morning we leave Edinburgh and head across the Forth Bridge to Dunfermline 

Abbey.     Many of the early kings and queens of Scotland are buried there, including the sons of 

Malcolm and Margaret, King David I and Alexander I, as well as Robert the Bruce and Thomas 

Randolph.  William Wallace’s mother is said to be buried in the churchyard.       

 We will then travel north to the highlands, stopping for a brief lunch at Dobbie’s Garden 

Center in Perth.  The hills and mountainsides should be covered with Scottish heather, 

hopefully still in bloom.       

 Upon our arrival in the highlands we will tour Culloden Moor, scene of the last battle 

fought on Scottish soil, and the one that brought the clan system to an end.  The new Visitor’s 

Center, with its interactive video that draws the viewer into the battle, gets rave reviews.   The 

walk past the clan graves to the battlefield will not be forgotten.      

We will then continue on to Lossiemouth where we will be staying for four days at the 

Stotfield Hotel.   Stotfield looks across an ancient golf course to the Moray Firth.     

Day 7:  Wednesday, August 20:  Spynie Palace, Elgin Cathedral and Pitgaveny  

 Our first stop this morning will be Spynie Palace near Pitgaveny and Elgin.    Spynie was 

the seat of the ancient Bishops of Moray, one of whom was Columba Dunbar, who is buried at 

Elgin Cathedral. 

 From Spynie we will travel into the ancient city of Elgin where we will tour Elgin 

Cathedral, viewing the ruins and the Dunbar Aisle.  Buried in the Cathedral are Bishop Columba 

Dunbar; Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield, his children and wife; Sir Robert Dunbar of 

Grangehill; Dunbars of Bennetsfield and Mefts; Lachlan Shaw, the Moray historian, and others.  

Elgin is one of the premier medieval cathedrals in Scotland, and the Dunbars were one of its 

chief patrons.  We also hope to see any surviving buildings that housed the Deans and Bishops 

(Bishop’s Palace and North College).   



After lunch we will visit Pitgaveny, an ancient farm estate still owned by Dunbars.    King 

Macbeth of Scotland reportedly died at the Battle of Pitgaveny.  We will meet with Crinan 

Dunbar and his family, after which the farm manager will take us on a tour of this wonderful 

working farm.         

 Evening at the Stotfield Hotel, Lossiemouth. 

Day 8:  Thursday, August 21:  Pluscarden Abbey and the Towns of Rafford and Alves 

 We plan to have a packed lunch today to provide us with full flexibility for touring.  

 In the morning we will drive to Pluscarden Priory, located in the hills above the town of 

Rafford.  Pluscarden is a working Benedictine Abbey with strong ancient Dunbar connections.  

The progeny of two of the sons of Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield had positions at 

Pluscarden.  Sons of David Dunbar of Durris, fifth son of Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield, held 

the titles of Bailiary and Justiciary of Pluscarden for several generations, and Mark Dunbar then 

bought the priory grazing lands, naming his new estate Grangehill.  Sixth son Patrick Dunbar of 

Aberdeen’s son Alexander was the last Prior of Pluscarden before the Reformation.  Alexander 

foresaw that church lands would be dismantled with the Reformation, and was able to take 

possession of key properties for his children.  The Dunbar Vestry within  the church nave is 

named in his honor.  

One of the monk’s will give us a tour of the Abbey, fully restored since the Clan’s 

previous visit.  If one of the short (10 minute) services occurs while we are there, we can see 

that as well.     

As we leave Pluscarden, we will stop at the Califer Hill Viewpoint, where we will have 

lunch.  From here we have a commanding view across Moray to the Firth and Findhorn Bay.  

Our Dunbars owned much of the land we will see from this viewpoint.  

 We will then continue past the ruins of Blervie Castle.  The former residence of the 

Dunbars of Blervie, it is now a private farm with the ruins of the castle tower visible from the 

road.   

From there we will travel to the ancient town of Forres, where we will pass near the site 

of Forres Castle, for 300 years the principal residence of the powerful Dunbars of Westfield, the 

heritable Sheriffs of Moray.   The castle itself was dismantled many years ago.   Sir Alexander 

Dunbar of Westfield (died 1498) was the first Dunbar Sheriff of Moray.   

From Forres we will travel cross country to Kinloss, and along the scenic coast road.    

On route we will pass the former Dunbar estates of Windiehills (now Milton Brodie) and 

Hempriggs, as well as the ancient port of Burghead.    



 Evening at the Stotfield Hotel, Lossiemouth. 

Day 9:  Friday, August 22:  Auldearn, Grangehill and Duffus 

 We will begin this day by driving through the towns of Dyke and Moy where the Dunbar 

families of Westfield owned many of the farm estates including Grangehill (now Dalvey), 

Wester Moy, Moy House, Kintessack, and Kincorth.  Kintessack is believed to be the primary 

residence for the Durris and Grangehill Dunbars, although it is essentially just a hamlet today.  

These farms are contiguous to one another in beautiful farm country that is likely not much 

changed since the 1700’s.  Grangehill, the most well known of these properties, was purchased 

by Mark Dunbar from the Pluscarden Priory after he sold his Durris estates in Inverness.   

If we can gain permission, we will briefly stop by Boath House, the residence of the 

Dunbar Baronets of Boath.   The current mansion house is now an upscale Bed & Breakfast.    

We will then proceed to the ancient town of Auldearn.  Although Auldearn is a quiet town 

today, in medieval times it was strategically important.   Here the King of Scotland had a palace 

and the powerful Deans of Moray were based.   The Boath Dunbars were close to the action!  

The Church of Auldearn has been the burial place for the Dunbars of Boath (from the 

Durris line of Westfield) for centuries.   Next to the church, the ancient Dunbar Crypt has no 

ceiling, but the remaining walls have protected the stones, many of which are very old.  The 

entire Boath family is buried there as well as David Dunbar (II) of Durris, Dean of Moray, and 

John Hay of Lochloy and Park.     We also have permission to see the interior of the church.  

  Lunch will be at Brodie Country Fare Restaurant.  Connected to the restaurant is an 

excellent gift shop.      

After lunch we travel to Duffus, northwest of Elgin along the Firth.  Here we will be 

hosted by Edward Dunbar and his wife Caroline.   Edward’s family has owned the estate for 

many hundreds of years.  We will tour Duffus House, the stables and see the remains of Duffus 

Castle.   

Final evening at the Stotfield Hotel, Lossiemouth. 

Day 10:  Saturday, August 23:   The Black Isle, the Highlands, and Wick 

 After breakfast we will travel North through Inverness and across the Black Isle and  

through the highland countryside to Wick in the far north of Scotland.   En route we will briefly 

detour from the highway to see the lands owned by the Dunbars of Avoch and Bennetsfield.  

These lands were the originally held by Patrick Dunbar, Chancellor of Aberdeen, youngest son 

of Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield. 



 In Wick we will stay at the fabulous 5-star Ackergill Tower Hotel.  The original castle, the 

square keep of which still exists, was built by the powerful Keith family.  It was later the home 

of the Dunbars of Hempriggs, who were also from Moray.   The lovely furniture they 

commissioned remains in the home today, along with portraits, paintings and the original 

Hempriggs family tree. 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held in conjunction with dinner this evening at 

Ackergill. 

Evening at Ackergill Tower, Wick.  

Day 11:  Sunday, August 24:  Ackergill Tower and Fort William 

 We will start the day with a tour of the castle.  While the bathrooms have all been 

refurbished, many of the bedrooms still have some of the original furnishings, and some have 

family portraits.  All have magnificent views of the ocean and grounds.   The ancient parapet is 

still in place, so we can hopefully walk along the outside of the castle for incredible views.   

 After the tour we will drive to Fort William where we will spend the night at the 

Cruachan Hotel, a short walk to the town center.  After dinner we will see the fabulous Scottish 

concert at the Skipinnish Ceilidh House in town. 

Day 12:  Monday, August 25:  Fort William to Glasgow/Edinburgh 

 Today is our last full day in Scotland.   We will leave Fort William in the morning and 

drive south to Glasgow, our city of departure.    En route we will drive through Glencoe, scene 

of the infamous massacre of the Macdonalds of Glencoe.   Our final tour will be the 

Auchentoshan Distillery, makers of a unique triple distilled scotch whiskey.   After we embark 

at our hotel in Glasgow, the rest of the day will be free for shopping or site seeing.     

 Evening at the Holiday Inn Theatreland in Glasgow.    

Day 13:  Monday, August 26:  Scotland to the U.S. 

          

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

   

 


